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UNM Law Hosts Talk by
Former EPA Administrator Gina
McCarthy
Former U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) Administrator Gina McCarthy talked
about the need to continue making progress on
cutting pollution, improving public health, and
addressing climate change at a UNM Law event
on April 25, 2018. McCarthy led the EPA from
2013 to 2017, during a period that included
completion of the federal Climate Action Plan,
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the Clean Power Plan, and the Paris Climate
Agreement. At UNM, McCarthy delivered a
frank and lively talk and took questions from an
audience of over 300. Earlier in the day, she
talked with law students about how lawyers can
use their unique skills to make a difference in
public policy. Former EPA Regional
Administrators Ron Curry (EPA Region 6) and
Karl Brooks (EPA Region 7) introduced
McCarthy at the two events.
See a video of her talk.
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Natural Resources and
Environmental Law Clinic
Celebrates First Year
Anniversary
This Spring UNM Law celebrated the first
anniversary of its Natural Resources and
Environmental Law clinic, which represents lowincome and underserved communities on a broad
range of issues. The new clinic section builds on
UNM’s recognized historic leadership in clinical
education, and adds an important experiential
component to UNM’s Natural Resources and
Environmental Law program. Prof. Jeanette Wolfley,
who has over 30 years of experience representing
tribal interests, started and supervised the clinic
during the spring and summer 2017 semesters. In fall
of 2017, Gabe Pacyniak joined the UNM faculty as an
assistant professor from the Georgetown Climate
Center to serve as the clinic’s primary faculty
supervisor. Prof. Cliff Villa, a former EPA attorney of
over 20 years’ experience who teaches
environmental and constitutional law, will also
rotate into the clinic. In the past year, students have
filed amicus briefs in Standing Rock Sioux Tribe v.
Army Corps of Engineers and in a state appellate
case implicating the language rights of New Mexico
irrigation ditch associations, represented citizen
groups on Title VI discrimination claims in
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environmental permitting, drafted memoranda with
federal government agencies to protect natural and
cultural resources, and represented communities in
agreements to reduce pollution. Clients include
community associations with environmental justice
concerns, tribes, and New Mexico land grants and
irrigation ditch associations.
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UNM Environmental Law Moot
Court Team Wins Best Oralist
Awards, Advances to
Quarterfinals in National
Competition
Second year law students Annie Brethour and
Brandon Ilgen advanced the UNM Environmental
Moot Court team to the quarterfinals in the Jeffrey
G. Miller National Environmental Law Moot Court
Competition. Coached by Samantha RuscavageBarz (WildEarth Guardians) and Deana Bennett
(Modrall Sperling), Brethour and Ilgen were each
selected as Best Oralist in qualifying rounds for their
skills in organization and preparation, courtroom
presentation, handling of questions, and legal
reasoning.
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For more information, click here.
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Assistant Professor Cliff Villa
Asks “Es FEMA El Problema?”
in Puerto Rico
After a trip Puerto Rico to research disaster
response to Hurricane Maria for an upcoming
scholarly article, Prof. Villa blogged about the
Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA)
at LegalPlanet. His blog post included ideas for how
the Stafford Act could be implemented to improve
FEMA’s flexibility in providing compensation to

residents harmed by the disasters such as Hurricane
Maria.
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Prof. Villa has also recently signed on to be a coauthor of the third edition of the leading casebook
on environmental justice, Environmental Justice:
Law, Policy & Regulation. He carries on a UNM
tradition, as UNM Law’s Prof. Emerita Eileen
Gauna was an author of the first and second edition
of the casebook
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UNM 3Ls Win Rocky Mountain
Mineral Law Foundation
Scholarships
Rising 3L’s Paul Roybal and Nicole Sanchez each
won competitive scholarships for the 2018-2019
school year from the Rocky Mountain Mineral Law
Foundation. The scholarships are awarded to
students that demonstrate the ability to make a
significant contribution to the field of natural
resources law, among other factors.
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Nine Students Earn Natural
Resources and Environmental
Law Certificate in 2018
Nine graduating students earned UNM Law’s natural
resources and environmental law (NREL) certificate,
the highest number for any graduating class in over
a decade. To earn the certificate, students must
complete 21 credits in qualifying natural resources
and environmental law courses, including two skills
or experiential learning courses.
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The nine students earning the NREL certificate
were: Logan Glasenapp, Gary Lasky, Cara Lynch,
Cari Neill, Nadine Padilla, Mark Rosebrough, Selena
Sauer, Kacey Schurr, and Christal Weatherly.
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Natural Resources Journal
Wins Award for Heritage
Preservation
On May 11, 2018, in a ceremony at the state capitol in
Santa Fe, the UNM School of Law Natural Resources
Journal received the 2018 Heritage Publication
Award from the State of New Mexico for publication
of a special issue in 2016. The special issue, National
Parks at the Centennial, appeared in Volume 56 of
NRJ Vol. 56 Co-Editors-In-Chief
the Natural Resources Journal, and includes seven
Lance Hough and Natalie Zerwekh
articles from distinguished authors around the
accept the 2018 Heritage
country, exploring different perspectives on the
Publication Award.
origins, ideals, and modern challenges of national
parks in the United States. The entire issue is
available online here. With Volume 59 now in
production, the Natural Resources Journal may be
the oldest journal of its kind in the nation, retaining
an original dedication to interdisciplinary
scholarship in energy, environment, and natural
resources law and policy.
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About UNM Law’s Natural
Resources and Environmental
Law Program
New Mexico is a place with a stunning variety of scenic beauty and natural and
cultural resources, which makes it an ideal backdrop for the study of natural
resources and environmental law and policy on a national scale. UNM Law’s natural
resources and environmental law (NREL) program offers students a robust variety of
experiences, including a full range of courses in the field, the NREL certificate
program, the NREL clinic, the Natural Resources Journal (the oldest U.S. law review
in the field), the Utton Transboundary Resource Center (a research center dedicated
to natural resources and environmental issues), an externship program, and
the Environmental Law Society. Students can also earn a dual degree in law and
water resources.
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